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. The ship, & vessel of only 2,600 W, with & crew of twenty-xdne, arrivsd in
the port of Gdynis in mid-Merch 1954, warrying a rargo of sulphur from dresce
end. plg iron from Ttaly. A pilet was brought aboerd et the harkor snbrance
and the vessel was brought alongside & dock and secured. Four stevedoring
crews were gtanding by to discharge, tun before they were silowed o bosrd,
Soviet Security Police and soldiers condueted & complete and systematlc
gsearch of the entire ship end its personnal. During this searzh all offfzers
and the crew were separsted from each other and confived to gquarters; the
crewmen vere isolatad from each other, sod commnication wes probitited.
Cebin: and quarters wers searched thoroughly, to the extent of having cerpute
and rugs 1ifted from the floors, hunks 418 8rranged, bulkhesds tapped, R AV Y]
and taggage opened, and pereomal ¢lothing sesyched. Bvery inch of the vessel
and ite parsonnel were gume over minubely, the sasrch lasting over flve hours.
All pusaports ware picked up snd retained by the bosrding poilce. Troops
srwad with machine gune were stationsd fore and aft, with two at the gangway.

2, All during the search tha four steveloring crews ware standing hy &t the
ship's expenss. When unloeding operations Filnally beger, they wers con-
dueted satiefactorily and speedily. Cergo was discharged on & round-the-
clock basls by all mele crewa of stevedores. However; the Msster of the
ship reportedly filed en official protest ageilnst having 4o pay for the
four stevedoring oraws steniing by during the five-hour search, but was
informed by kie agent that this was one of the ways the port offlclels
cbtained extra pey for dock workers and officiale; presumably, slthough
the ship wuet pay for the walting time, the workers who were walting did
not get the monay.

3. The persomnel of the ship were grantzd permission to go ashore by the

securlity police. However, the Magter of the vessel ordered that nc member
of the crew be sllowed ashore despite this permiseion. The captain him-
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self went ashore during the afternoon of the unloading operstlon for w
period of three hours, and, to the best of his kmowledge, was not Inlloved.
He reportedly visited the bonded store in pert and was smazed at the
extremely low prices at which merchendise wes offersd oub of bond. Au
Omega wristwateh which sold for the equivalent of US$30 in Sweden could be
purchased for US$6. A large Czech crystal vassz of good guality whish wouli
sell for UBH4O in Sweden was priced st about US$IO. Thalian motorcyslus
were smvailable cut of bond for about US$250; the same model 5 1o Swedwn
for about USH800. Focd also wes very plemtiful sod inexps
large geese, sveraging about twenty pourds each, were purchased fo
ship stores for US$1.5C: each. However, these ltems were avails
out of bond for visiting vessels. Local residents could rmt pur'wm
them, sod articles carrisd by B o= p'at dzed by the p ]
werse ioferior and sold at excrbitant pricss, apd so were not movio

Soviet

No shipbullding was in evidebes. and
haxbor excapt, pilot vessels, Hoevies
in the background, and most port anw secavity
the supervieion of Polish Communists, whe appeare
overly lersh to impress the Russian officare.
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